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From the archives

FEBRUARY 23, 2000

A new
bank on
the way
Tongala is edging closer to
its target which will open the
way for establishing a new
community bank.
More than 200 residents
have so far pledged
$242 000 towards opening
a locally owned branch of
Bendigo Bank.
Committee chairman,
Richard Herbert, said the
committee aimed to raise
$270 000.
As soon as the total
approaches the target they
intend to conduct a
feasibility study into the
likely success of a
community bank, Mr
Herbert said.
He acknowledge that the
rate of pledges had slowed
down over the Christmas-
New Year period, but this
month the pace had picked
up.
The Nathalia community,
which had also lost a bank
branch last year, has moved
a little faster.

‘‘It has taken a bit longer
for us but our situation may
not be do desperate as
some other towns,’’

Mr Herbert said.
‘‘The town is doing pretty
well, so there’s not so much
urgency for us.’’
A former Tongala bank
building has been purchased
by a member of the steering
committee.
The committee has lifted
its fund raising target from
the initial $250 000.

‘‘We sought advice from
community banks already
up and running and they
have told us we would be
wise to raise some extra
working capital up-front,’’
Mr Herbert said.

‘‘This gives us funds to
draw on if we need to put
more resources into the
branch to cope with
demand.

‘‘Increasing the targets
also gives more residents
the chance to become
shareholders and take an
active interest in their
bank,’’Mr Herbert said.
Pledge forms are available
from the Tongala
Newsagency, Tongala Hot
Bread and Pentreath’s
Quality Butchery.

Holiday romance
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Golden anniversary . . . Ed and Lorna Bourchier are celebrating 50 years of
marriage.

A holiday romance turned into an
enduringmarriage for Ed and Lorna
Bourchier of Strathmerton.
Young Edwas spending his
summer holiday by the sea at a
Cowes guest-housewhen a pretty
lady from Ballarat took his fancy.

‘‘My husbandwore out a car going
back and forth (from Strathmerton)
to Ballarat,’’ Lorna Bourchier said as
the couple celebrated half a century
of marriage last weekend.
They exchanged vows on February
18, 1950, at the Church of Christ,
Ballarat.

‘‘It’s all gone so quickly,’’Mrs
Bourchier said.

‘‘I really don’t knowwhere 50
years have gone.’’
Mr Bourchier brought his bridge
back to the house he had lived in all
his life and they continue to live
there todaymaking it 123 years of
continuous occupation by
Bourchiers.
His grandfather, also Edward
Bourchier, selected the farm in
1877, and his father and a famous
uncle, Murray Bourchier (who led
the charge of the Lighthorse
Brigade) were both raised there.
Ed and Lorna Bourchier boast four
children and eight grandchildren
and note with pride that one son,
whoworks for Department of
Natural Resources and Environment
in Cobram, ‘‘keeps an eye’’ on the
family farm.

‘‘He’smy backstop,’’Mr Bourchier
said

‘‘And a grandson, Even, who is 13
and still at school, is very interested
in the farming side, so wemight
have a future farmer in him in a few

years when he leaves school.’’
Like his wife, Ed Bourchier said it
was the friendships they had shared
and the community groups they had
served in over the years that had

helped strengthen themarriage.
They have just joined the newly-
formed Probus Club at Numurkah
and see that as welcome extension
of their already large social circle.

Lockdown questions need answers

SAM 

BIRRELL

Taking toll: For the first time since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic,
regional Victoria was plunged into stage four lockdown.

When the five-day circuit breaker
lockdown was announced by the
Victorian Government on February
12, there was one new feature —
regional Victoria would experience
stage four restrictions for the first
time ever.

Shops and cafes closed, children
were home from school and we
could have only two-hour exercise
outings, not more than 5 km from
home.

It was particularly difficult for
hospitality businesses to manage,
given the short notice and the fact
that it was Valentine’s day weekend.

The Premier’s rationale was that
‘there are no cases in regional
Victoria, and we want to keep it that
way’.

The assumption was made that if
there are softer rules in regional
Victoria, then many Melburnians
who want some freedom would go

to the regions, risking taking the
virus with them. We have first-hand
experience of that in Shepparton.

But, given that the Melbourne
lockdown involved a legally
enforceable regulation that people
could not move more than 5 km
from their residence, then anyone
going to the regions would be
breaking the law.

It might be difficult to enforce
that, as the Premier explained, there

was not enough time to put up a
ring of steel.

The risk, therefore, involved the
number of people who would
escape the metropolitan area,
intentionally breaking the law, and
those who would have been able to
get organised and get to the regions
on Friday evening, before the
regulations came into force.

This combined with the
probability that there would be

COVID infections among them,
given the number of cases in
Melbourne.

This needs to be balanced against
the economic, social and
educational damage done to the
people of regional Victoria by the
lockdown.

Was it necessary to lock the entire
state down for a small number of
cases of a more infectious virus that
had moved into parts of
Melbourne?

I am not saying that the Premier
made the right or the wrong call,
they were clearly worried that the
new strain of COVID had the
potential to spread significantly into
the community.

But the decision-making process
around judgement calls with this
impact deserves to be critically
interrogated without a political
overlay (Dan good — Michael bad,
or vice versa).

The issue divides opinion like no
other, because different people put
different value on personal freedom
versus greater good.

It is challenging to evaluate in
hindsight, because no-one will ever
know what would have happened
without the lockdown. These
decisions are often based on advice
that the rest of us are not privy to at

the time of they are made, and
mostly there is no good answer.

Leaders at the moment are
dealing with ‘least worst’ options.
But it is incumbent on regional
leaders to question the balance of
risk and reward when arriving at
these decisions.

Businesses are not designed for
this uncertainty into the future.

Shepparton florists cannot order
stock for February 14 only to be told
that they must close on February 13,
with a few hours’ notice.

The cost of these continual
lockdowns is human as well as
economic, as the two are completely
intertwined.

Business needs financial support
to cope with these occurrences, and
support from the government is
welcome, but what they want to do
is trade.

Can we have a framework where
some community transmission can
be managed without entire
statewide lockdowns?

Hopefully a swift and efficient
rollout of the vaccine program will
make life a bit more certain and
easier to navigate in 2021.

● SamBirrell is the chief executive
of the Committee for Greater
Shepparton.


